
2013 Oak Ridge Emergency Management Forum 
“Back to Basics:  Partnerships in Emergency Management” 

 
2013 FORUM AGENDA 

 
Wed., Sept. 25, 2013 1:00 – 3:30 pm FEMA THINK TANK CONFERENCE CALL & ROUNDTABLE 
  Richard Serino, Deputy Administrator, Federal Emergency Management Agency 
  Y-12 National Security Complex, New Hope Center – Wamp Auditorium 
 
Thurs., September 26, 2013  8:00 a.m. Registration, Networking, Interior/Exterior Exhibits Open 
 
OPENING GENERAL SESSION (Note:  no open refreshments in the auditorium, please) 
 
 8:55 a.m.   Tennessee Army National Guard Honor Guard – Post the Colors 
 
 9:00 a.m.  Opening General Session and Welcoming Remarks 
  Leon Duquella, Chair, EM Forum, Emergency Management Team, DOE Oak Ridge Office 
  Larry Kelly, Manager, U.S. Department of Energy Oak Ridge Office 
  Steven C. Erhart, Manager, National Nuclear Security Administration Production Office Y-12 
  Major General James Bassham (Ret.), Director, Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 
 
 9:30 a.m. Keynote Topic (e.g.) Innovations in Emergency Management Partnerships 
  Richard Serino, Deputy Administrator, Federal Emergency Management Agency 
 
 10:15 a.m. Networking Time (refreshments (coffee, tea, and water) and exhibits are open) 
 
 11:00 a.m.  Oak Ridge Reservation Site Briefings; ORNL, Y-12, and ETTP 
  Y-12 NSC, Robert Gee, Emergency Management Program Manager 
  ORNL, Michele Wolfgram, Emergency Management Team Manager 
  ETTP, Belvia Payne, Security and Emergency Services Manager 
 
 11:45 a.m.  Instructions on Lunch, Exhibits, and Afternoon Break-Out Sessions 
  Leon Duquella, Chair, EM Forum, Emergency Management Team, DOE Oak Ridge Office 
 
 11:45 a.m.  Lunch is available for purchase in the Rotunda area; Exhibits and Demonstrations Open 
 Oliver’s Catering is providing Sandwiches, Salads, and Such; Lunch seating is outside 
 
AFTERNOON GENERAL AND BREAKOUT SESSIONS (Title, time, and location details on next page) 
 
 1:00 – 1:40 p.m. Wamp Auditorium and the Media Center Area 
 1:40 – 2:10 p.m. Networking Time; Visit the Exhibits and Refreshments Areas 
 2:10 – 2:50 p.m. Wamp Auditorium and the Media Center Area 
 2:50 – 3:20 p.m. Networking Time; Visit the Exhibits and Refreshments Areas 
 3:20 – 4:00 p.m. Wamp Auditorium and the Media Center Area 
All attendees are asked to return to the Auditorium for a Closing General Session  
 
CLOSING GENERAL SESSION 
 
 4:05 – 4:35 p.m.  Challenges in Emergency Management Partnerships – The Next Ten Years  
 
 4:35 – 4:40 p.m. Tennessee Army National Guard Honor Guard – Retrieve the Colors 
 
NOTE: Exhibitors will be offering demonstrations throughout the day. Please visit the exhibits.  A list of 
exhibitors and a map of their locations are in the center of the Forum Program.
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AFTERNOON BREAK-OUT SESSIONS 

NOTE: Exhibitors will be offering demonstrations throughout the day.  A list of exhibitors and maps of their locations are contained in the Forum Program. 

TIME WAMP AUDITORIUM MEDIA CENTER AREA 

1:00 – 
1:40  

Title:  Public & Private Sector Partnerships in Emergency Management 
 
Moderator:  Jim Fetzer, Chair, East Tennessee VOAD 
 
Speakers: Daniel Stoecker, President/CEO, National VOAD, and Jeff 

Crenshaw, President and CEO, Continuum, Inc. 

Title:  Family – Community Emergency Preparedness – Becoming Self-
Sufficient in Disasters 

Moderator: Dr. Jiangang (Jay) Chen, Assistant Professor, Department of Public 
Health, University of Tennessee 

 
Speakers:  John Jarrard, American Red Cross & Bob Crane, TEMA 

1:40 – 
2:10  Networking Time; Indoor and Outdoor Exhibits and Demonstrations Open – Please Visit the Exhibits 

2:10 – 
2:50 

Title:  Medical Emergencies and How the State Partners with Regional 
and Local Medical Organizations 

 
Moderator:  Dr. Gregory Petty, Professor, Department of Public Health, 

University of Tennessee 
 
Speaker:  Timothy Jones, MD, State Epidemiologist,  Tennessee 

Department of Health 

Title: Emergency Movements and Relocations of East Tennessee Populations – 
A Panel on The Necessity of Partnerships 

 
Moderator:  Tony Hart, Project Manager, AWD Management Services 
 
Panelists:   Larry Hitchcock (THP), Derial Bivens (TDOT), Brian Gard (UTK), 

Darryl Kerley (COR), James Akagi (COR), Rodney Barnes (NPO), Robert 
Gee, (B&W Y-12) 

2:50 – 
3:20 Networking Time; Indoor and Outdoor Exhibits and Demonstrations Open – Please Visit the Exhibits 

3:20 – 
4:00  
 

Title: A Status Report on Terrorism and Counterterrorism 
 
Moderator:  Dr. Charles R. Yard, TDEC DOE Oversight Division 
 
Speaker:  Travis Carlisle, Supervisory Special Agent for the Knoxville 

Joint Terrorism Task Force, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Knoxville Division 

Title:  How Does Emergency Decision Making Flow In, On, Around, and From 
the DOE Oak Ridge Reservation; Who’s In Charge of What? 

 
Moderator:  Debra Dyer, Emergency Management Specialist, DOE ORO 
 
Panelists: Debra Dyer (DOE ORO), Michele Wolfgram (ORNL), Steve Johnson 

(DOE/NNSA), Craig Hanrahan, TEMA, Rodney Barnes (NPO Y-12), Dennis 
Leach (UCOR), Terry Byrd (B&W Y-12)  

 
4:05 – 
4:35 

CLOSING GENERAL SESSION 
 
Title:  Challenges in Emergency Management Partnerships – The Next Ten Years 
Speaker:  
 

4:35 – 
4:40  TENNESSEE ARMY NATIONAL GUARD – RETRIEVE THE COLORS 

Reminder:   Please complete the evaluation form located at the back of this program or at the Forum website.
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Breakout Session Summaries 

 
1:00 – 1:40 p.m. 

 
Auditorium: Public & Private Sector Partnerships in Emergency Management 

 
Emergency events respect no strata of society or size of organization or, for that matter, any public or private 
sector organization.  When emergency events occur, public and private sector organizations alike are 
disrupted.  When major emergency events occur, disruptions spread across all ideological lines and affect 
everyone in the path and the wake of emergency events.  Partnerships form, seemingly out of thin air, to fend 
off the impacts.  The lessons of major emergency events are clear; if public and private sector organizations 
can pre-plan and prepare partnerships, the impacts from emergency events can be mitigated.  In this 
presentation, Daniel Stoecker and Jeff Crenshaw speak on ways to facilitate collaborations that prepare for 
and respond to the recovery needs of America’s communities. 
 
 

Media Center: Family – Community Emergency Preparedness – Becoming Self-Sufficient in Disasters 
 
Among the most often visited, federal government websites are websites dedicated to family and community 
emergency preparedness and disasters.  Given the natural and technological dangers faced by Americans 
today, a lot of attention is being paid to preparation. Studies of past emergencies demonstrate that 
communities rely first and foremost on its members within their communities. Emergency response 
partnerships at their very core begin in and among the community’s members. John Jarrard of the American 
Red Cross, and Bob Crane, of the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency, focus on emergency 
preparedness for the family and on resources that exist inside and across communities.  Organizations that 
assist in emergency preparedness and response are identified and described. 
 
 

2:10 – 2:50 p.m. 
 
Auditorium:  Medical Emergencies and How the State Partners with Regional and Local Medical 

Organizations 
 
Large medical emergencies, which happen often without warning and can overwhelm city and county 
resources, cause hospitals, ambulatory care centers, and emergency medical services to implement 
coordination activities with each other.  Just exactly how does a regional and/or state organized medical 
emergency response effort develop and work?  What roles do state agencies play?  And, how do hospitals 
coordinate with regional and state organizations to effect a coordinated, relatively smooth, emergency medical 
response?  Dr. Tim Jones, Chief Epidemiologist for the State of Tennessee, offers several insights into how 
the State of Tennessee’s medical resources partner with area and regional emergency medical organizations. 

 
Media Center: Emergency Movements and Relocations of East Tennessee Populations – A Panel on the 

Necessity of Partnerships 
 
One of the most perplexing problems facing communities today is how relatively large numbers of 
populations can be relocated during emergencies with the least amount of disruption.  When hurricanes strike 
America’s coastline, coastal cities have some notice and are able to invoke pre-prepared evacuation plans to 
relocate their populations inland. But what happens when such area- or region-wide emergencies occur 
without advance notice and relatively large numbers of populations must be relocated quickly?  Under the 
leadership of a panel moderator, pre-planned questions and questions from the audience on this topic are put 
to a panel of experts.  
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Breakout Session Summaries (Cont) 

 
3:20 – 4:00 p.m.  
 
Auditorium: A Status Report on Terrorism and Counterterrorism by the Supervisory Special Agent for the 

Knoxville Joint Terrorism Task Force 
 
With the events unfolding across the world, many wonder when, where, and if, America will be attacked 
again and if so, to what extent.  America’s federal, state, and local law enforcement and emergency response 
assets have worked hard, and mostly behind the scenes, to protect our way of life. Many partnerships have 
formed since the events of September 11, 2001. Travis Carlisle, Supervisory Special Agent for the FBI, 
provides a status report on the State’s efforts to prevent the next attack.  
 
 

Media Center: How Does Emergency Decision Making Flow In, On, Around, and From the DOE Oak 
Ridge Reservation; Who’s In Charge of What? 

 
When an emergency event occurs on a DOE Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR) site, Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory (ORNL), Y-12 National Security Complex (NSC), or the East Tennessee Technology Park 
(ETTP), communications flow from the event to the Lab, Plant, or Park Shift Superintendent’s (L/PSS) 
offices.  From the L/PSS office, event information flows to management, to site workers, to DOE, and to all 
three sites.  Using emergency planning documents that were created to analyze events and consequences, the 
L/PSS office categorizes and, if necessary, classifies events as operational emergency events.  Under the 
leadership of a panel moderator, pre-planned questions and questions from the audience on this topic are put 
to a panel of experts.  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2013 Oak Ridge Emergency Management Forum 
Has Gone Mobile! 
We encourage you to download our mobile guide to enhance your Forum experience. You'll be 
able to plan your day and browse exhibitors, speakers, and general Forum info.  The app is 
compatible with iOs and Android devices.  Scan the following image with your mobile phone (QR-
Code reader required, e.g. 'Red Laser', 'Barcode Scanner'). The guide will be listed under the 

"Download Guides" section of the application. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brought to you by   
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Welcome from the Sponsors, Host, and Forum Moderator 

 
Mr. Larry Kelly, Manager 

Department of Energy, Oak Ridge Office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major General James Bassham (Ret.), Director 
Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 

 
 

 
 
 

Steven C. Erhart, Manager, NPO Y-12 
National Nuclear Security Administration 

 
 

 
 
 

Hosted by UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY OAK RIDGE OFFICE 
Leon Duquella, Chair, Oak Ridge Emergency Management Forum 
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Innovations In Emergency Management 

Partnerships 
 
 

Richard Serino, Deputy Administrator 
 

Federal Emergency Management Agency 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Washington, D.C. 
 

Phone: (202) 646-2500 
Phone: (800) 621-3362 

 
 
Rich Serino was appointed by President Barack Obama and confirmed by the U.S. Senate on October 5, 
2009.  Mr. Serino reported to FEMA on October 19, 2009 and began working directly with Administrator 
Craig Fugate to build, sustain, and improve the Department's capacity to prepare for, protect against, 
respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards. 
 
Mr. Serino brings 35 years of state and local emergency management and emergency medical services 
(EMS) experience to his position at FEMA.  Prior to his appointment as Deputy Administrator, he served 
as Chief of Boston EMS and Assistant Director of the Boston Public Health Commission.  In that role, he 
bolstered the city's response plans for major emergencies, including chemical, biological, and radiological 
attacks.  He also led citywide planning for H1N1 influenza. 
 
Mr. Serino served as an Incident Commander for over 35 mass casualty incidents and for all of Boston's 
major planned events, including the Boston Marathon, Boston's Fourth of July celebration, First Night, 
and the 2004 Democratic National Convention, a National Special Security Event. 
 
Mr. Serino began working for Boston EMS in 1973; over the years he rose through the ranks and in 
1999 became Chief of the Department.  During his tenure as Chief, he has seen the agency expand and 
improve to become nationally recognized for the first-rate services provided by the agency's EMTs and 
Paramedics. 
 
Since 1998, Mr. Serino has been a National Faculty member for the Domestic Preparedness Program.  He 
was an original contributing member for the Defense Department's Domestic Preparedness Training 
Program and Metropolitan Medical Response System.  Mr. Serino has been involved, since its inception, 
with the Lessons Learned Information Sharing (www.llis.gov) network for emergency responders.  As a 
consultant to the Pentagon and the Defense Department, Mr. Serino served on the 9/11 after-action team 
to assess medical consequence management policies and procedures. 
 
Mr. Serino attended Harvard University's Kennedy School of Government Senior Executives in State and 
Local Government program in 2000.  He also completed the Kennedy School's National Preparedness 
Leadership Initiative in 2005 and recently graduated from the Executive Leadership Program, Center for 
Homeland Defense and Security at the Naval Postgraduate School. 
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Oak Ridge Reservation Site Briefings 

 
East Tennessee Technology Park Site Overview 

 
 

Belvia Payne, Manager 
Security and Emergency Services 

 
East Tennessee Technology Park 
URS / CH2M Hill Oak Ridge, LLC 

 
Phone:  (865) 574-8334 

E-mail:  Belvia.Payne@ettp.doe.gov  
 
 
Belvia Payne has twenty-five years of experience in Program Management, Operations, Engineering, 
Quality Assurance, Safeguards and Security, and most recently Emergency Management.  Ms. Payne’s 
career started off with the Department of Army where she worked in the area of Electronic Engineering 
and Program Management at Fort Gordon, Georgia.  The last twenty years, Ms. Payne has worked in 
various capacities for several contractors at sites across the DOE complex.  Her diverse experience and 
background include leadership and management of disciplined nuclear facility operations in both 
plutonium and uranium production facilities.   
 
Ms. Payne joined the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP) in 2012 and currently serves as the UCOR 
Security and Emergency Services Manager.  Ms. Payne earned a Bachelor of Science degree from the 
Georgia Institute of Technology in Applied Physics and a Masters of Business Administration from 
Brenau University. 
 
 
ETTP Site Overview – A Synopsis 
 
 

• Overview of the ETTP site, past and present missions 
• Status of the Decontamination and Decommissioning (D&D) efforts at ETTP 
• Status of ETTP site tenants and facilities 
• Partnerships with local emergency response organizations 
• Status on the reduction of site hazards and the major types of remaining hazardous materials 

  

mailto:Belvia.Payne@ettp.doe.gov
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Oak Ridge Reservation Site Briefings 

 
Y-12 National Security Complex Site Overview 

 
 

Robert Gee, Manager 
 

Emergency Management Program 
B&W Y-12 Technical Services LLC 

 
Phone:  (865) 576-5707 

E-mail:  geerf@y12.doe.gov 
 
 
Robert Gee has applied his background in nuclear, biological, and chemical military defense, with an 
undergraduate degree in Biology, to the field of emergency management.  Mr. Gee is employed by B&W 
Y-12 Technical Services LLC as the Manager of the Emergency Management Program Organization at 
the Y-12 National Security Complex (NSC).   
 
Mr. Gee is also a member of the DOE Region 2 Radiological Assistance Program.  His previous 
experience includes 10 years as an Operational Health Physicist at the DOE Savannah River Site and the 
Oak Ridge Reservation and 5 years as a Senior Emergency Preparedness Analyst at the Y-12 NSC.   
 
In addition, he served as a United States Army Officer for 4 years where his duties included Nuclear, 
Biological, and Chemical Defense.  Mr. Gee has a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and 36 hours of 
graduate course work in Nuclear Engineering. 
 
 
Y-12 National Security Complex Site Overview 
 

• Overview of the Y-12 NSC and its missions, past and present 
• Current activities/events/transformations 
• Types of hazardous material 
• Fire Protection Operations 
• Plant Shift Superintendent Operations and Mutual Aid Entry Process 

 
 
  

mailto:geerf@y12.doe.gov
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Oak Ridge Reservation Site Briefings 

 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory Site Overview 

 
 

Michele Wolfgram, Manager 
 

Emergency Management Team, UT-Battelle 
Oak Ridge National Laboratory 

 
Phone:  (865) 574-1199  

E-mail:  wolfgramml@ornl.gov 
 
 

 
Michele Wolfgram has over fourteen years of experience in the emergency management field and has 
spent the majority of that time specializing in hazards analysis and consequence assessment.  Ms. 
Wolfgram joined the Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) in 2009 and is currently serving as the 
Emergency Management Team Manager.   
 
Her prior experience includes positions of increasing responsibility in both emergency management and 
nuclear safety for a subcontractor company at sites across the Department of Energy (DOE) complex. 
Michele received her Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering from the University of 
Rochester. 
 
 
 
ORNL Site Briefing 

• Overview of the ORNL and its missions, past and present 
• A status report on the Emergency Management Program at ORNL 
• Overview of site emergency response resources 
• Overview of onsite and offsite notifications processes 
• Overview of partnerships with area organizations 
• Primary hazards at ORNL 

  

mailto:wolfgramml@ornl.gov
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Public and  Private Sector partnerships 
In Emergency Management 

 
Daniel Stoecker, President and CEO 

National Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters 
1501 Lee Highway, Suite 170, Arlington, Virginia 22209 

Phone:  (703) 778-5088 
E-mail:  Daniel.Stoecker@NVOAD.org  

 
Jeff Crenshaw, President/CEO, Continuum, Inc.  

871 Ridgeway Loop Road, Suite 108 
Memphis, Tennessee 38120-0010 

Phone:  (901) 327-5143 
 
Daniel Stoecker works with, and on behalf of, members and partners to facilitate whole community 
collaborations that prepare for and respond to the recovery needs of America’s communities in times of 
disasters.  Daniel currently serves as a Co-Chair for the National Mass Care Council, which provides 
leadership and coordination support to empower local implementation of the National Mass Care Strategy 
throughout the nation. He is also a Member of the Center for Disaster Philanthropy’s Advisory Council.  
Daniel was the Founding Chairman for the City of Houston Annual Citizenship Week, a program that 
promotes civic engagement, encourages inclusion and celebrates diversity. He was appointed by two 
mayors to serve as that program’s Chairman for three years. He also served as Chairman for the City of 
Houston Mayor’s Advisory Committee on Immigrant and Refugee Affairs, as well as a Board Member 
for a number of non-profit organizations.   
 
Daniel has championed many causes including ensuring equal access to justice and the more effective 
delivery of disaster recovery assistance in collaboration with national, state and local leaders.  In the 
emergency services field, Daniel served as a member of, and helped establish, local VOADs and Long 
Term Recovery Committees. He has managed large scale disaster response and recovery efforts, for such 
events as Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane Ike, and the Gulf Oil Spill. Daniel has been invited to speak at 
conferences and other venues as an expert presenter on many high-profile subjects.  Recently, he 
addressed the promise of the VOAD Movement as an emerging American institution that delivers a 
means to strengthen a community’s relationship network to better address disaster challenges and build 
resiliency.  Prior to entering the civic sector in 2005, Daniel served over twenty years in private sector 
management in the telecommunications and media industries.  Daniel is a graduate of the International 
Studies Program at the University of St. Thomas and now serves as an advisor for its Center for 
International Studies. He is a proud AmeriCorps VISTA alumnus and encourages fellow citizens to 
engage in community-building volunteer service activities. 
 
Jeff Crenshaw is an entrepreneur.  Jeff Crenshaw, through his work at Continuum, has provided business 
continuation and post-recovery planning services for many major business clients worldwide.  He has 
more than 25 years of experience in the emergency management field, including serving as Director of 
Emergency Management for Memphis and Shelby County.  Mr. Crenshaw served as the Director of the 
Disaster Recovery Business Alliance, in conjunction with the Electric Power Research Institute.  He also 
served as a Board Member for CARRI – Community and Regional Resilience Institute - in conjunction 
with Oak Ridge National Laboratory.  Mr. Crenshaw works closely with Tennessee Emergency 
Management Agency and their Public-Private Partnerships, as well as with Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory to connect the private sector to emergency management solutions developed in the Lab. 
   

mailto:Daniel.Stoecker@NVOAD.org
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Family – Community Emergency Preparedness – 

Becoming Self-Sufficient in Disasters 
 

John Jarrard, Disaster Services 
American Red Cross 

Tennessee Mountain Valley Chapter 
6921 Middlebrook Pike, Knoxville, TN 

 
Phone:  (865) 945-2659 

E-mail:  jdjarrard@hotmail.com  
 

Bob Crane, Area Coordinator 
Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 

Nashville, Tennessee 
 

Phone:  (865) 741-0001 (TEMA Operations)  
E-mail: RCrane@tnema.org  

 
John Jarrard has served 11 years as an active “Disaster Relief” volunteer with the American Red Cross (ARC).  
He is a volunteer “External Relations/Government Liaison” manager with the ARC, he serves as a member of the 
region’s Disaster Action Team, and is an advanced disaster relief instructor.  John’s last several deployments for 
the ARC were to Norman, Oklahoma and Chattanooga and Green County, Tennessee.  For these deployments, 
John served as the External Relations/Government Liaison Chief, working with Federal, state, and local 
responders.  In a variety of capacities, Jarrard has also responded to hurricanes in Florida and Mississippi, 
wildfires in Colorado, and even a major ice storm in Kentucky. He is a past Chair of the East Tennessee Chapter 
of VOAD and is also a Southern Baptist disaster relief worker.  As an Advanced Instructor for the ARC, Jarrard 
teaches many Red Cross disaster courses throughout the year.  Prior to this service to America, John worked for 
the University of Tennessee (UT) System for 25 years rising in the ranks to Assistant Vice-President until his 
retirement in 2001.   
 
Bob Crane is an Area Coordinator with the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency (TEMA) and has 
experienced many types of emergencies as an emergency manager, a Health Department officer, a law 
enforcement officer (Federal Forest Service and a Deputy Sheriff), and a Hazardous Materials Technician.  Bob 
serves as the TEMA representative for the East Tennessee Chapter of Voluntary Organizations Active in Disaster 
(VOAD) and serves as a TEMA Area Coordinator for Knox, Loudon, Blount, Jefferson, Sevier, and Fentress 
counties.  Previously, Bob served in the Bioterrorism Division of Emergency Response for the Southeast Region 
of the Tennessee Department of Health.  Bob served in Law Enforcement in Northeast Pennsylvania as a Sergeant 
with a Sheriff’s Department and as a Federal Police Officer for the U.S. Forest Service.  Mr. Crane is also an 
Instructor for TEMA and is certified as a Hazardous Materials Technician. Bob has served on several panels and 
has given several seminars on the subject of Emergency Preparedness.  Bob received his Bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology from St. Bonaventure University in New York and has done Master’s degree work in Public 
Administration. Bob and his family live in Niota, Tennessee and when he is not serving his state, he runs a horse 
farm there.   
 
Family and Community Emergencies – Becoming Self-Sufficient in Disasters – A Synopsis 

• How families need to be prepared for disasters 
• What kinds of equipment should families keep in the ready? 
• Planning for evacuating and planning for sheltering-in-place 

mailto:jdjarrard@hotmail.com
mailto:RCrane@tnema.org
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Emergency Movements and Relocations of East 

Tennessee populations – A Panel on the Necessity 
of Partnerships 

 
Moderator:  Tony Hart, Project Manager, AWD Management 

Services, Inc. providing support to the DOE Oak 
Ridge Office Emergency Management Team 

 
Esteemed Panelists 

 
James Akagi, Chief, City of Oak Ridge Police Department 
James Akagi has a spectacular and long record in Law Enforcement.  His background includes:  Municipal 
Police Officer, Drug Enforcement Administration Special Agent on an international level, Assistant Country Attaché, 
Assistant Special Agent in Charge, and an inspector in the DEA Headquarters Office of Professional Responsibility.  The 
City of Oak Ridge is fortunate to have James Akagi as its Police Chief. 
 
Rodney Barnes, Emergency Management Program Manager, NNSA Production Office Y-12 
Rodney Barnes has degrees in Fire Protection Engineering from the University of Maryland and Chemical Engineering from 
the University of Tennessee and is a registered Professional Engineer.  Mr. Barnes joined the National Nuclear Security 
Administration (NNSA) Production Office Y-12 in 2007 and is the Federal Fire Protection and Emergency Management 
Program Manager at the Y-12 National Security Complex.  
 
Derial Bivens, Emergency Services Coordinator, Office of Emergency Operations, TDOT 
Derial Bivens is the head of TDOT's Office of Emergency Operations, where he administers the Department's all-hazards 
emergency preparedness program and coordinates its statewide response efforts.  He joined TDOT in 1994 as a project 
engineer and managed a Regional Geodetic Surveys Office from 1995 to 2006 when he was tasked by Departmental 
leadership with developing and implementing a comprehensive statewide emergency management program.  A former Army 
Engineer officer, Mr. Bivens is a graduate of Colorado Technical University and is a Tennessee Certified Emergency 
Management Professional.  
 
Brian Gard, Director of Emergency Management, University of Tennessee 
Brian Gard joined the University of Tennessee (UT) System after 23 years of service in the Marine Corps, serving as an 
engineer officer.  Mr. Gard trained and deployed for numerous military operations including humanitarian relief missions.  
His awards include the Bronze Star and Combat Action Ribbon.  Brian has served as the University Emergency Services 
Coordinator to TEMA and was promoted to Director of Emergency Management for the Knoxville campus in 2010.  He is a 
graduate of the Citadel and earned a Master’s in Business Administration from UT. 
 
Robert Gee, Manager, Emergency Management Program Organization, B&W Y-12 LLC 
Mr. Gee served as an operational Health Physicist and Senior Emergency Preparedness Analyst for nearly 15 years.  Robert 
also served as a United States Army Officer where his duties included Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defense.  Mr. Gee 
has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology and 36 hours of graduate course work in Nuclear Engineering.  Robert is also a 
member of the DOE Region 2 Radiological Assistance Program. 
 
Larry Hitchcock, Sergeant, Emergency Services Coord., TN Department of Safety & Homeland Security 
In 1994, Sergeant Larry Hitchcock came to work for the TN Department of Safety and Homeland Security and in 19 years he 
has served the people of Tennessee very, very well.  Larry is a graduate of the USMC Leadership School and the 
Northwestern University School of Police Staff and Command. He is certified as an instructor in many aspects of law 
enforcement including Defensive Tactics, Ground Control and Defense, and Patrol Response to Active Shooters. 
 
Darryl Kerley, Chief, City of Oak Ridge Fire Department 
Chief Kerley has a dual career background, Engineering (24 years) and Emergency Services (35 years).  While a volunteer 
fire department Training, Captain, and Chief Officer, Kerley provided engineering services for both the private sector and 
TVA.  Kerley was selected in 2003 to serve as Chief of the ETTP Fire Department.  Two years ago, Darryl became Chief of 
the City of Oak Ridge Fire Department. He maintains many advanced certifications and serves as an adjunct instructor.  
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Medical Emergencies and How the State Partners 

with Regional and Local Medical Organizations 
 
 

Dr. Timothy Jones, Chief Epidemiologist 
 

State of Tennessee Department of Health   
Communicable and Environmental Disease Services 

Fourth Floor, Cordell Hull Building, 
425 Fifth Avenue, Nashville, Tennessee 37243 

 
Phone:  (615) 741-7247 

E-mail:  Timothy.Jones@tn.gov  
 

 
Tim F. Jones, MD, was appointed State Epidemiologist for the Tennessee Department of Health in 2008.  
In this position, Jones directs the department’s Communicable and Environmental Disease Services 
(CEDS) section of the Bureau of Health Services.  
 
As State Epidemiologist and CEDS Section Chief, Dr. Jones is responsible for the statewide investigation 
and epidemiologic surveillance of the following programs: Bioterrorism, Emerging Infections, 
Environmental Epidemiology, Hospital Infections, Immunization, Public Health Preparedness, Strategic 
National Stockpile, Tuberculosis Elimination, Outbreak and Contact Investigations, Disease Surveillance 
and the Division of HIV/AIDS/STDs. 
 
“I look forward to continuing to work with the Communicable and Environmental Disease Services 
Division in this new leadership role,” said Jones.  “Tennessee’s CEDS office is made up of some of the 
most experienced and dedicated professionals in the country and I believe our team is prepared to grow 
professionally with the public health outbreak and emergency preparedness challenges we may face in the 
future.”  
 
Dr. Jones has been employed with the Tennessee Department of Health since July 1999.  He most 
recently served as Tennessee’s Deputy State Epidemiologist and Director of the FoodNet and West Nile 
Virus (WNV) Programs.  Jones holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Amherst College and a Medical 
Degree from Stanford University School of Medicine.  He completed his three year residency in family 
medicine and one year fellowship in maternal and child health at Memorial Hospital of Rhode Island and 
is certified by the National Board of Medical Examiners. 
 
Prior to moving to Tennessee, Jones practiced with the National Health Service Corps in an underserved 
area in Utah before joining the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC) Epidemic Intelligence 
Service in 1997.  He is a noted expert in the area in foodborne disease epidemiology and has offered 
national and international consultations with the CDC and the World Health Organization.  He has 
traveled extensively in this capacity, including accepting assignments in Alaska, Liberia, Central and 
South America, Japan, Yemen, Malaysia and the Philippines. 
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A Status Report on Terrorism and 

Counterterrorism 
 
 

Travis Carlisle, Supervisory Special Agent 
 

Knoxville Joint Terrorism Task Force 
 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
1501 Dowell Springs Boulevard 

Knoxville, Tennessee 37909 
 

Phone:  (865) 544-0751 
E-mail:  (travis.carlisle@ic.fbi.gov)  

 
 
 
Supervisory Special Agent (SSA) Travis Carlisle is the Federal Bureau of Investigation supervisor for the 
Knoxville Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF).  Joint Terrorism Task Forces are based in 103 cities 
nationwide, including at least one in each of our 56 field offices. Today, the JTTFs include more than 
4,200 members nationwide hailing from over 600 state and local agencies and 50 federal agencies.   
 
The JTTFs provide one-stop shopping for information regarding terrorist activities. They create 
familiarity among investigators and managers before a crisis.  And perhaps most importantly, they pool 
talents, skills, and knowledge from across the law enforcement and intelligence communities into a single 
team that responds together.   
 
SSA Carlisle has been with the Federal Bureau of Investigation for 11 years and has held a variety of 
positions in counterterrorism.  Travis is eminently familiar with the process, pitfalls, and the State’s and 
the Nation’s progress in forming and maintaining partnerships.  
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How Does Emergency Decision Making flow in, On, 
Around, and From the DOE Oak Ridge Reservation; 

Who’s in Charge of What?  
 

Moderator:  Debra Dyer, Emergency Management Specialist, 
DOE Oak Ridge Office Emergency Management Team 

 
Esteemed Panelists 

 
Rodney Barnes, Emergency Management Program Manager, NNSA Production Office Y-12 
Rodney Barnes has college degrees in Fire Protection Engineering from the University of Maryland and 
Chemical Engineering from the University of Tennessee and is a registered Professional Engineer.  Mr. Barnes joined the 
National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) Production Office Y-12 in 2007 and serves as the Federal Fire Protection 
and Emergency Management Program Manager at the Y-12 National Security Complex.  
 
Terry Byrd, B&W Y-12 Oak Ridge, LLC 
Terry Byrd is a Web Developer with the Web Communications Organization at B&W Y-12. Terry has worked at the Y-12 
National Security Complex for over 30 years and is responsible for developing and maintaining the Y-12 web sites.  Terry 
was instrumental in developing a social media operations process for the Y-12 Emergency Response Organization (ERO) and 
serves in the position of Social Media Coordinator for the Y-12 ERO. 
 
Debra Dyer, Emergency Management Specialist, Department of Energy Oak Ridge Office 
Debra Dyer knows DOE Oak Ridge emergency management, having served as a consultant and DOE contractor for 14 years 
and the last 8 years as an Emergency Management Specialist in the Oak Ridge Office. Ms. Dyer provides emergency 
management services to the DOE offices responsible for ORNL, ETTP, Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, Thomas 
Jefferson National Accelerator Facility, and SLAC National Accelerator Laboratory. 
 
Craig Hanrahan, Chief of Operations, Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 
Craig Hanrahan has served the State of Tennessee in many TEMA capacities since his arrival in 2003 including: Operations 
Officer, Homeland Security Grants Specialist, Emergency Management Planner, Supervisor, and Area Coordinator. Craig 
headed TEMA’s EMAP accreditation team, where the EMAP assessment showed TEMA to be 100% compliant in all 
standards.  Prior to coming to TEMA, Craig did volunteer service in Morocco with the Peace Corps from 1999 to 2001. His 
education includes a Bachelor of Science degree in Parks Management and a Master’s in Public Administration. 
 
Steve Johnson, Region 2 Coordinator, Radiological Assistance Program, Department of Energy 
Few know the U.S. DOE Emergency Management System more extensively than Steve Johnson.  Steve joined the DOE in 
1984 and has served as a Weapons Quality Assurance Inspector, an Emergency Management Specialist, and today as the 
Regional Response Coordinator for the DOE/NNSA Region 2 Radiological Assistance Program (RAP) emergency response 
asset.  Steve provides management oversight and direction for all activities related to the Region 2 RAP.  Over the years, he 
has deployed many times to support National Special Security Events, Special Events, exercises and actual incidents.    
 
Dennis Leach, Park Shift Superintendent, ETTP, URS / CH2M Hill Oak Ridge, LLC 
Dennis Leach has given nearly 40 years of service to the DOE Oak Ridge Reservation; 4 years at Y-12 and 36 years at the 
ETTP as a Fire Protection Program Coordinator, Fire Department Shift Commander, and Park Shift Superintendent (PSS).  
When Dennis is not handling many types of events at ETTP as the Park Shift Superintendent, he can be found at the Bristol 
Motor Speedway where he has served as an On-Track Fire and Rescue Crew Chief since 2002.   
 
Michele Wolfgram, Team Manager, Emergency Management Program, Oak Ridge National Laboratory 
With over 14 years in the emergency management field, Ms. Wolfgram leads the ORNL Emergency Management Team.  
She has prior experience in both emergency management and nuclear safety for a subcontractor company at sites across the 
DOE complex. Michele received her Bachelor of Science degree in Chemical Engineering from the University of Rochester. 
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The 2013 Oak Ridge Emergency Management Forum 

Steering Committee 
 
 

Chair:  Leon Duquella, Emergency Management Team, DOE ORO 
 

Rodney Barnes, Fire Protection and Emergency Management program Manager, 
National Nuclear Security Administration Production Office Y-12 

Stuart W. Bayne, Emergency Management Specialist, AWD Management 
Services, Inc. 

Kelli Branam, Emergency Management Specialist, Loudon County Office of 
Homeland Security and Emergency Management  

Dr. Jiangang (Jay) Chen, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Health, 
University of Tennessee 

Lin Chilcoat, Administrative Assistant, Anderson County Emergency 
Management Agency 

Holly Crocker, Emergency Management Program Manager, URS / CH2M Hill, 
Oak Ridge LLC 

Randy Fair, Division Director, DOE ORNL Site Office 

Jim Fetzer, Chairman, East Tennessee Chapter of Voluntary Organizations 
Active in Disaster 

DiAnn Fields, Public Affairs Specialist, Public Affairs Office, DOE Oak Ridge 
Office 

Brian Gard, Director of Emergency Management, University of Tennessee - 
Knoxville 

Robert Gee, Manager, Emergency Management Program, Y-12 National Security 
Complex, B&W Y-12 LLC 

Courtney Haggard, Emergency Management Team leader, URS Professional 
Solutions 

Holly Hardin, Project Manager, Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education, 
Oak Ridge Associated Universities 

Jack Huckabee, Emergency Management Operations Specialist 1, AWD 
Management Services, Inc. 
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The 2013 Oak Ridge Emergency Management Forum 
Steering Committee (Continued) 

 

John Jarrard, Vice- Chairman, Tennessee Mountain Valley Chapter of the 
American Red Cross 

Thom Kerr, Emergency Management Training Coordinator, ORNL, UT-Battelle 

Laura Kidd, Emergency Management Specialist, Oak Ridge Institute for Science 
and Education, Oak Ridge Associated Universities 

Teresa Lawlor, Emergency Planning Specialist, Y-12 National Security Complex, 
B&W Y-12 LLC 

Melyssa Noe, Emergency Management Coordinator, DOE Oak Ridge 
Environmental Management 

Roger Paul, Assistant Fire Chief, Y-12 Fire Department, B&W Y-12 LLC 

Belvia Payne, Security and Emergency Services Manager, URS / CH2M Hill Oak 
Ridge LLC 

Dr. Gregory Petty, Professor, Department of Public Health, University of 
Tennessee 

Trish Polfus, Safety Officer, Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge 

Brad Roquemore, project Management Professional, Lawler-Wood Y-12, LLC 

Daryl Smith, Director, Loudon county Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management 

Dr. Paul Terry, Assistant Professor, Department of Public Health, University 
of Tennessee 

David Tindell, Environmental Specialist, Tennessee Emergency Management 
Agency 

Dave Wallace, Emergency Management Specialist, Emergency Management 
Team, DOE Oak Ridge Office 

Ben Williams, Public Affairs Specialist, Public Affairs Office,  
DOE Oak Ridge Office 

Dr. Charles R (Bud) Yard, Program Manager, Tennessee Department of 
Environment & Conservation, DOE Oversight Division 

Jody Zorsch, Director, Morgan County Office of Emergency Management and 
Homeland Security 

 
 



 
2013 Oak Ridge Emergency Management Forum Evaluation Form 

 
To better meet your individual needs and to plan future activities, please complete the following information.  
Please leave your completed form at the registration desk or with the instructor in the last breakout session.  
Forms may also be faxed to (865) 576-9772 or completed online at www.oakridge.doe.gov/oremforum.  
Affiliation: (Check one) 

 County EMA 
 State of Tennessee 
 EMS 
 DOE 
 NNSA 

 DOE/NNSA Contractor 
 Fire 
 Hospital/Medical 
 911 Coordination 
 Law Enforcement 

 Public Advisory Group 
 Public Health 
 Public Information 
 Disaster Response 
 Other ________________

  

Instructions: 
Check one box in the right-hand columns that reflects your opinion of the following statements. Disagree Neutral Agree 

1. The Forum provided an opportunity to network with emergency management professionals.    

2. The Forum increased my knowledge of emergency management topics.    

3. Presentations were relevant to my needs.    

4. Seating was sufficient (sessions not too crowded).    

5. Indoor displays and outdoor exhibits were accessible (Exhibit area not too crowded).    

6. Please provide feedback on any or all of the above statements. 
 
 
 
 
7. Evaluate the breakout session topics. 

Check one box in the right-hand columns that reflects your opinion of the session topics. 
Did Not 
Attend Not Okay Okay Good Great 

Session 1 
Public and Private Sector Partnerships in Emergency Management 
Family – Community Emergency Preparedness – Becoming Self-Sufficient in Disasters 
 

     

     

Session 2 
Emergency Movements and Relocations of ET Populations – A Panel on Partnerships 
Medical Emergencies and How the State Partners with Regional and Local Medical 
Organizations 

     

     

Session 3 
A Status Report on Terrorism, Counterterrorism and the Specter of a Continuity of Gov’t Event 
How Does Emergency Decision Making Flow In, On, Around and From the DOE Oak Ridge 
Reservation; Who’s in Charge of What? 

     

     

8. Please provide feedback on any or all of the breakout sessions you attended. 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Please provide feedback on the indoor displays and/or the outside exhibits. 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Please provide feedback on the Forum website. 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you for your feedback! 

http://www.oakridge.doe.gov/oremforum


 

Record additional comments below. 

11. What did you like best about the Forum?  What did you like least about the Forum? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Please provide feedback on the Forum location.  Easy to find?  Parking okay? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13. Please provide feedback on the snacks and the supplies.  What else would you like to see? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. Please provide feedback on the lunch option, such as, was it convenient, affordable, and were the choices okay? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. What improvements would you recommend for future Forums? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
16. Suggestions for future topics: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


	2013 FORUM AGENDA
	OPENING GENERAL SESSION (Note:  no open refreshments in the auditorium, please)
	8:55 a.m.   Tennessee Army National Guard Honor Guard – Post the Colors
	AFTERNOON GENERAL AND BREAKOUT SESSIONS (Title, time, and location details on next page)
	1:00 – 1:40 p.m. Wamp Auditorium and the Media Center Area
	1:40 – 2:10 p.m. Networking Time; Visit the Exhibits and Refreshments Areas
	2:10 – 2:50 p.m. Wamp Auditorium and the Media Center Area
	2:50 – 3:20 p.m. Networking Time; Visit the Exhibits and Refreshments Areas
	3:20 – 4:00 p.m. Wamp Auditorium and the Media Center Area
	All attendees are asked to return to the Auditorium for a Closing General Session
	CLOSING GENERAL SESSION
	4:05 – 4:35 p.m.  Challenges in Emergency Management Partnerships – The Next Ten Years
	AFTERNOON BREAK-OUT SESSIONS
	2013 Oak Ridge Emergency Management Forum Has Gone Mobile! We encourage you to download our mobile guide to enhance your Forum experience. You'll be able to plan your day and browse exhibitors, speakers, and general Forum info.  The app is compatible ...
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